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Education is a lifeline: a route out of  
the poverty that can blight children’s  
life chances.  

On my visits to Egmont’s partners – most 
recently in Kenya (above) and Tanzania –  
I am always struck by children’s eagerness and 
enthusiasm to attend school. It is heartening 
to see that access to basic primary schooling is 
improving in parts of sub-Saharan Africa. Sadly, 
we know that the opportunity for secondary 
and higher education – where the future leaders 
of society are formed – is still an unobtainable 
dream for many children, particularly those whose 
families are heavily affected by HIV & AIDS.

Through your extraordinary generosity to 
Egmont, you are transforming the educational 
prospects of thousands of children in east 
and southern Africa. Egmont’s two newest 
partnerships both focus on increasing access to 
high-quality education for the most deprived 
children: Kucetekela Foundation in Zambia and 
Mzuzu Academy in northern Malawi. (See page 
2 for details.) Your assistance to these and other 
projects in the Egmont portfolio is delivering vital 
support to African families and communities who 

are passionate about securing a better future for 
their children.

Egmont too is setting its sights on the future. 
Trustees and senior staff have recently finalised  
a new five-year plan for the Trust. It is 
ambitious in scope, in terms of the projected 
breadth and depth of African partnerships we 
intend to build, as well as the level of income 
necessary to realise this vision. But with your 
support and commitment we are confident that  
it is achievable. It is driven by our firmly held 
belief, backed by our experience, that direct 
support to a portfolio of committed, cost-
effective and inspiring local partners is the best 
route to transforming communities ravaged by 
AIDS and poverty.

To see and hear all the latest news about the 
ways in which your donations to Egmont are 
improving the lives of children and families 
affected by HIV, please be sure that you save  
the date: Wednesday 25 May (6.30-8.30pm)  
for our annual event at the Royal Institution, 
London W1. Invitations will follow soon.

Linnea Renton :: Executive Director

Egmont partner VAP works closely 
with Nairobi schoolchildren to 
improve their quality of life.



SUPPORTING WHAT WORKS  
Educating children to aim high

We are delighted to welcome into the Egmont 
portfolio two new partners, both with a central 
focus on education for children in communities 
heavily affected by HIV & AIDS: Kucetekela 
Foundation in Zambia and Mzuzu Academy in 
northern Malawi.

Kucetekela Foundation (KF) provides bursaries 
and mentoring for outstanding pupils from poor 
families to attend the top three secondary schools 
in Lusaka. We particularly like the fact that, in 
addition to their clear focus on academic outcomes, 
KF matches each student with an adult mentor 
to provide guidance and support to help them 
achieve their full all-round potential. This includes 
encouraging service to the community as well as 
excellence in extra-curricular activities such as 
music, sports and debating. Each KF student is also  
expected to design and implement a well-structured 
community service project, based on self-identified 
community needs, with a specific target of at least 
20 local beneficiaries. Academic results to date have 
shown KF students at the top of their class across all 
year groups. 

Mzuzu Academy is the first internationally 
accredited secondary school in northern Malawi, 
serving a remote area where both HIV and poverty 
have hit hard and educational opportunities are 

rare. The founder of this new school is a formidable 
Malawian woman, Anna Msowoya-Keys, who has 
a longstanding commitment to improving education 
in the country. As with Kucetekela, the emphasis is 
on choosing pupils who show outstanding academic 
promise but lack the means to attend secondary 
school – including those who have lost parents to 
AIDS and/or are HIV-positive themselves. The 
aim is to provide a first-class education, using the 
Cambridge examination syllabus, preparing students 
for university and civic leadership roles. The 
academy’s first student intake of 32 students arrived 
in September to begin the new academic year, and 
progress/results are being closely monitored from 
the outset. 

The school has already successfully constructed 
and equipped 16 classrooms, computer and science 
labs, administrative offices and kitchen and dining 
facilities. Discussions with the local community 
have revealed that the poorest children would find 
it extremely difficult to concentrate on their studies 
whilst living at home, often with ill parents or very 
overstretched extended families. In order to be able 
to accept these children as boarders, there is a need 
to provide basic hostel accommodation, for girls in 
particular. Although Egmont does not usually fund 
infrastructure, we have discussed and agreed a building 
component to this project as a necessity to attract and 
serve the right audience. This is combined with bursary 
support to individual students, identified by the local 
community as those most deserving of assistance.

NEWS FROM THE HIV & AIDS SECTOR :: Latest UNAIDS figures show that 54% of pregnant women living with HIV in sub-
Saharan Africa have received antiretroviral drugs to prevent transmission of HIV to their children – up from 15% in 2005… As a result, 
over the same period, the number of children under 15 in southern Africa who became newly infected with HIV has fallen by 32%... 
Globally, 40% of deaths among children under five years old are estimated to occur in the first month of life, most in the first week…

Encouraging children’s curiosity 
and creativity is a vital part of 
TICAH’s work in Kenya.



INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION  
Egmont cited for ‘innovative funding’

A leading private-sector philanthropy body has 
recognised the Egmont Trust for its innovative 
funding and sharing of best practice. The European 
HIV/AIDS Funders Group’s most recent resource-
tracking report, European Philanthropic Support 
to Address HIV/AIDS (released November 2010), 
featured Egmont’s project-to-project evaluation 
as a noteworthy example of innovation leading to 
programme improvement through knowledge-sharing.

Meanwhile, our partners continue to shine on 
the international stage as well. Action in the 
Community Environment (ACE), supported by 
Egmont in both Kenya and Tanzania (above), 
recently received the STARS Foundation Impact 
Award for Health. Competing with 700 other 
applicants from 50 countries, ACE was selected for 
its delivery of programmes that positively affect the 
lives of disadvantaged children. The award includes 
US $100,000 in unrestricted funding and tailored 
consultancy support to the organisation over the 
coming year. Well done to all involved at ACE! 

PROJECT IN FOCUS :: ENVIROCARE  
Nutrition and income through bee-keeping

Envirocare, an Egmont partner for the past two 
years, runs a bee-keeping project in the Kilimanjaro 
Region of Tanzania. The 24 project members, all HIV-
positive, come from three different villages and have 

now formed Kyekima Group which has been formally 
registered as a community organisation. They use 
log hives and the local species of stingless bee which 
produces a dark, medicinally rich honey that the group 
members consume and also sell collectively for a 
better price. Over 200 litres have been harvested so 
far, enabling members to buy chickens and goats, pay 
children’s school fees, etc. Given that the members 
between them are supporting 212 children and other 
dependants, the latter is no mean feat!

Dr Shuma, the District Medical Officer with 
responsibility for HIV & AIDS, is very supportive of 
the project and attests to the positive impact of honey 
on those living with HIV. Three rounds of clinical 
testing have shown increases in weight and in CD4 
counts (a key marker for the strength of the immune 
system). There has also been a marked decrease in 
opportunistic infections and associated hospital visits.

Group members now intend to add more log hives to 
increase production, income and overall health. 

The World Health Organisation warns that rising food prices coupled with falling incomes have increased the risk of malnutrition, 
especially among children – an underlying cause of one-third of all child deaths… High rates of child mortality are also strongly associated 
with a lack of female primary education… Only nine African countries are on course to meet the Millennium Development Goals target for 
reducing their malaria burden, another major killer of under-fives… Insecticide-treated bed nets greatly assist prevention...

2011 AWARDS RECEPTION AT RIGB
Wednesday 25 May, 6.30-8.30pm

We invite you to mark your calendars for the 
annual Egmont reception at the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain in Albemarle Street, London W1.

Final selection for this year’s Egmont Awards 
is currently under way. The opportunity to 
meet and hear from the recipients – the ‘Most 
Inspiring Individual’ and a representative of the 
‘Best Performing Organisation’ – will be amongst 
the highlights of the evening. In addition, South 
African film-maker Isa Jacobson has been chosen 
to produce a short feature on one of Egmont’s 
Zimbabwe partners. 

Please save the date – which very appropriately 
falls on Africa Day (commemorating the founding 
of the Organisation of African Unity). We look 
forward to welcoming you and sharing with you 
all the latest results being achieved by Egmont’s 
partners with your help.

ACE Tanzania has won praise 
for its work on child health 
and nutrition.



FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
6.4% increase in annual income to £750k

With your extremely generous support in the final 
quarter of last year, we reached an income  
of three-quarters of a million pounds for 2010.  
This represents a welcome 6.4% increase on the 
previous year, enabling us not only to maintain 
support for all existing projects but also to establish 
three new partnerships.

Crucial to this has been significant new support 
from individuals, corporations and private charitable 
foundations. The examples below show the 
difference your support is making on a daily basis 

in African communities, particularly to children 
affected by HIV & AIDS. We and our partners are 
hugely grateful to you for your ongoing generosity  
and commitment.

Contact us

Linnea Renton, Executive Director
The Egmont Trust, Temple Court, Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HA, Wales, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 29 2078 6434 / linnea.renton@egmonttrust.org 

To donate, contact us or visit www.egmonttrust.org

£388 has enabled Mitengo to provide 93 nutritious food 
hampers for Zambian households looking after terminally 
ill family members.

£2,713 to KPEN has trained 25 young Kenyans in 
tailoring, welding and carpentry skills, enabling them to 
earn a living.

£896 has paid for the AIDS Counselling Trust in Zimbabwe 
to set up a mobile toy lending library for traumatised 
children.

£5,220 has covered transport costs for 456 HIV-positive 
Tanzanian tea-growers to travel monthly to clinic to 
access free treatment.

NB GiftAid is set to change on 6 April 2011, 
decreasing from £28.21 to £25 for every £100 
given. Donations under GiftAid before the change 
takes effect would thus be particularly welcome, 
increasing their value to Egmont at no additional 
cost to you.


