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Health is not just a human right – it’s an 
investment with a very high rate of return. 
Your generous support to Egmont is demonstrating 
this every single day, reaping real results for children 
in Africa facing the twin threats of poverty and AIDS. 
By safeguarding and rebuilding the health of both 
parents and children, you are assisting in the economic 
rehabilitation of entire communities.

I saw for myself the difference your support is making 
during my recent visit to Malawi. Meeting mothers and 
children like these in Central Region (right) brought home 
to me once again how transformative small amounts 
of money can be in the right hands. Egmont’s careful 
targeting of your investment is reaching the ‘hidden 
gems’: the local groups and committed individuals – often 
overlooked by traditional aid agencies – who are turning 
the tide of the epidemic. 

In this issue, we’re delighted to showcase an exciting 
new partnership in Kenya, international recognition 
for Zambian partner Pride (whose co-ordinator Kenan 
Ng’ambi many of you met in May) and a young 
Zimbabwean who describes how his life has been 
transformed through Egmont’s support. You will also find 
a tribute to film-maker Polly Renton, whose beautiful 
film for Egmont was her final piece of work before her 
untimely death. 

A growing body of international evidence backs the value 
of the approach Egmont has advocated from the start: a 
focus on efficiency and initiatives that are proven to work; 
strengthening families as the best way to support children; 
utilising local knowledge and talent; and delivering funding 
directly to local organisations at far lower overheads. 

As Bill Gates recently said about the epidemic, “We 
can keep doing things the existing way, and keep getting 
modest results. Or we can push ourselves to make 
the most out of every dollar of funding and every 
ounce of prevention effort. We can identify the most 
effective ways to save lives and share what we learn as 
broadly as possible. If we do that, we will start to write 
the story of the end of AIDS.”

With your fantastic support and commitment, Egmont is 
already making great strides towards that goal. On behalf 
of our project partners and the Egmont team, I extend 
our warmest thanks to you all.

Linnea Renton :: Executive Director
Egmont’s support of £193,000 to nine 
projects in Malawi has led to measurable 
improvements in family income, nutrition 
and health over a four-year period.



SUPPORTING WHAT WORKS  
Giving AIDS the boot in Kenya

The sound of the vuvuzelas has faded away, but 
the enduring power of football to galvanise interest 
and mobilise communities is clear – a power that 
can be harnessed in the fight against AIDS. In a new 
partnership signed just before the World Cup kicked 
off, Egmont has joined forces with Grassroot  
Soccer and Vijana Amani Pamoja in Nairobi to 
educate young people about HIV through the 
medium of football.

The approach is backed by strong evidence of 
effectiveness. Indeed a new study, released by 
Coxswain Social Investment in Johannesburg,  
finds that football programmes are uniquely  
successful in preventing the spread of HIV. The  
study, Using Football for HIV/AIDS Prevention in 
Africa, was conducted in the months leading up to  
the World Cup. 

Most importantly, the study found football 
programmes can lead to profound behaviour change, 
which is the key to prevention. The study also 
highlighted the fact that football initiatives are  
popular with hard-to-reach audiences – girls as well  
as boys – and successful at tackling sensitive issues 
within the safety of the team. Half of all new 
infections in sub-Saharan Africa occur between the 
ages of 15 and 24, and preventing such infections is 
key to reversing the epidemic.

Egmont is delighted to be able to support this 
initiative, a cost-effective way to reach the age group 
most at risk. We will be carefully monitoring results  
as the project gets under way. Game on!

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION  
Further award for Egmont partner

It seems that UNAIDS and UNDP are following 
Egmont’s lead! Shortly after we selected Kenan 
Ng’ambi of Pride Community Health Organisation in 
Zambia as Most Inspiring Individual amongst Egmont’s 
partners, we learned that Pride had been chosen as a 
winner of the 2010 Red Ribbon Award, presented at 
the International AIDS Conference in July. 

From a pool of over 720 nominees, an independent 
Technical Review Committee deemed the action 
and leadership of Pride “exceptional” in terms of 
innovation and sustainability. We are delighted with 
this further testament to the value and quality of 
our partners’ work. According to Kenan, “Egmont’s 
commitment to our partnership has hugely 
contributed to our organisation’s recognition by the 
international community.”

NEWS FROM THE HIV & AIDS SECTOR :: With only 11% of the world’s population, Africa accounts for more than half of all 
maternal and child deaths (UNAIDS and Global Fund, July 2010)... According to a recent study in the medical journal The Lancet,  
60,000 lives could be saved each year if women received appropriate HIV diagnosis and treatment… Providing HIV treatment to adults 
has led to 80-90% reductions in orphanhood, as well as in child mortality among uninfected children of HIV-positive parents (UNAIDS)…



PROJECT IN FOCUS :: SIKHETHIMPILO  
Regaining dignity in Zimbabwe

Longstanding Egmont ally Lucia Malemane runs a 
successful AIDS programme in and around Bulawayo. 
With our support of £51,656 over the past five years, 
the Sikhethimpilo Centre has reached thousands of 
orphans and other vulnerable children and young 
people, providing them with the skills they need to 
overcome the traumas they have faced and improve 
their lives.

17-year-old Anxious Sibanda has stayed with his 
elderly grandmother and three cousins since the death 
of both his parents. He recounts how the support of 
the Sikhethimpilo Centre has helped the family get 
back on its feet.

“Grandmother could not till the land because she 
had no hoes; instead she worked on other people’s 
fields so that we could get food. She could not afford 
to send us to school so I dropped out when I was in 
Form One. I attended the Practical Skills workshop 
at Sikhethimpilo together with other orphans and 
acquired the skills of brick-moulding, cookery, sewing, 
and agriculture. 

Moulding bricks is now my source of income and I am 
the breadwinner in the family. I use the money to buy 
food and clothing for the family, and goats for rearing. 
We milk them and get milk for tea. We now have 
adequate food; we have three hoes and an axe. We also 
have started working in our own field. Grandmother is 
so happy now because she does not have to go begging 
for food. She has gained her dignity in our community.”

– A. Sibanda, Mbuya village, Zimbabwe

According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), 38% of children eligible for treatment were receiving it by the end of 2008, up from 
10% in 2005… Starting treatment early in HIV-infected infants, at around seven weeks of age, resulted in cost savings of 45%, compared 
to deferring treatment until 29 weeks (Children with HIV Early Antiretroviral Therapy trial, July 2010)… These results have led the 
WHO to recommend immediate treatment of all HIV-infected children under the age of two regardless of their disease stage...

IN MEMORIAM :: Polly Renton

By now many of you will have seen the very 
moving short film (above), featuring work 
supported by Egmont in western Kenya, 
either at our London event or on our website. 
Tragically, just two days after the film was 
launched, its producer Polly Renton and her 
young daughter Sita were killed in a crash on the 
Nairobi-Mombasa road. We extend our heartfelt 
sympathy to their family for this shocking loss, and 
hope that the film will serve as a lasting tribute to 
Polly’s enormous talent and compassion.

Egmont recently renewed its partnership 
with Streets Ahead, who provide support 
and rehabilitation for growing numbers of 
street children in Harare (right).



FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
Income shows continued growth

Your generosity, as both individual and corporate 
donors, means that at the time of going to press we 
believe we are on track to raise a record £1 million this 
year, much of it in response to our event at the Royal 
Institution in May. We are delighted at this momentum 
– created by both new and recurring supporters who 
know they are building something truly special. 

We’ve been greatly impressed by the creativity and 
stamina of our ‘champions’. Whilst not everyone can 
tackle the rigours of the Marathon des Sables (well 
done Andy Kocen of Redburn Partners, who raised 

£6,000 for Egmont in this gruelling 155-mile race 
across the Sahara Desert!), every donation makes  
a real difference to the lives of children and their 
families and is deeply appreciated. 

We would also be very grateful if you are able to  
put us in touch with your contacts who may have  
a particular interest in Africa or child-related issues. 

Below are some examples of the profound impact 
being made by your support in east and southern 
Africa.

A huge thank you to each and every one of you 
for enabling our partners to achieve so much.

Contact us

Linnea Renton, Executive Director
The Egmont Trust, Temple Court, Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HA, Wales, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 29 2078 6434 / linnea.renton@egmonttrust.org 

To donate, contact us or visit www.egmonttrust.org

£718 has enabled Meninos de Moçambique to provide 
medical assistance and basic hygiene supplies for 50 street 
children in Maputo for one year.

£1,333 has provided six hundred sessions of HIV 
information, testing and counselling by HAWIP in 
northern Malawi.

£3,603 has supported Kenya Poverty Elimination Network 
to purchase 150 goats to improve family nutrition and 
income in western Kenya.

£10,540 has meant food, mosquito nets, and medicines for 
300 children being reached by Action in the Community 
Environment in Tanzania.


